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After the elections, the country remains 
divided, but continues to tilt to the political 
right.  And with Senate Democrats playing 
defense in the 2018 mid-term elections, the 
election maps will likely continue to remain 
more red than blue.  Beyond political ideology, 
this was a change election that reflects an 
electorate that was fed-up with the 
establishment and a rebuke of the ruling party 
in the White House, as is typically the case 
when one party is in charge for eight years. 

2016 Senate Elections Map 
 

 

 

2016 House Elections Map 
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The Balance of Power 
 

The pundits were wrong.  The polls were wrong.  And as the evening went on into the wee hours of 
the morning, the White House and U.S. Senate slipped from the grasps of the Democrats.  With the 
Republicans defending more seats than Democrats in the Senate, the balance of power teetered on 
the brink of a major shift.  The list of vulnerable senators grew and it looked as if the Democrats had a 
real shot at picking up the net-five seats needed to wrest control from the Republicans.  This didn’t 
happen, and in the end, the Republicans maintained control of the Senate.  As predicted, the House 
remained in the hands of the Republicans, although they did have a net loss of a handful of seats. 
The following overview of the past election cycles in the House and Senate illustrates the back-and-
forth response of the nation’s electorate. 
 

House 2016 2014 2012 2010 2008 2006 

Democrats 194 186 201 193 257 233 

Republicans 241 246 234 242 178 202 
 

Senate 2016 2014 2012 2010 2008 2006 

Democrats 46 44 53 51 57 49 

Republicans 52 54 45 47 41 49 

Independents* 2 2 2 2 2 2 
 

* Note the Independents caucus with the Senate Democrats. 
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NeurosurgeryPAC Posts Election Successes 
 

NeurosurgeryPAC does not get involved in presidential politics, but with Republicans controlling the 
Congress and the White House, elements of our policy agenda — importantly repealing and modifying 
elements of the Affordable Care Act — that have been stalled for the past eight years, now find 
themselves on the front burner.  Neurosurgery scored many key victories with 92 percent of 
NeurosurgeryPAC-backed candidates winning their general election bids (as compared to 94 percent 
in the 2014 election cycle).  The overall success rate, including both primary and general elections, 
was 91 percent (as compared to 89 percent in 2014).  As of Dec. 16, 2016, for the two-year 2016 
election cycle, NeurosurgeryPAC raised $395,387 falling well short of our $500,000 goal. This 
represents a 4 percent drop over the 2014 cycle, where we raised $413,402, also far below our goal.  
The participation rate decreased as well, from over 14 percent in 2012 to fewer than 11 percent in the 
2014 election cycle and now 6 percent in 2016.  On a positive note, our average contribution amount 
increased to $1,250, up from $1,044 per contributor in the 2014 election cycle and $1,053 in the 2012 
election cycle.   
 

Click here to view NeurosurgeryPAC’s Legislative Score Card and see where the candidates stand on 
neurosurgery’s top priority issues.  As a reminder, NeurosurgeryPAC is nonpartisan and contribution 
decisions are made based on candidates’ legislative record and stated positions on issues of concern 
to neurosurgeons and their patients.  
 

Below are a number of charts highlighting NeurosurgeryPAC’s participation in the 2016 election cycle: 

NeurosurgeryPAC Backed Candidates 2016 Election Cycle 
Election Outcome 

Candidate State 
Competitive 
Race Rating 

Campaign 
Contribution 

Election Outcome 

SENATE RACES 

Sen. John McCain (R) AZ Lean R $1,000 WON 

Sen. Marco Rubio (R) FL Lean R $2,000 WON 

Sen. Johnny Isakson (R) GA Likely R $1,000 WON 

Sen. Mike Crapo (R) ID Solid R $1,000 WON 

Sen. Mark Kirk (R) IL Lean D $11,000 LOST 

Sen. Rand Paul, MD (R) KY Solid R $11,500 WON 

Rep. Charles Boustany, MD (R) LA Solid R $5,000 LOST 

Bill Cassidy, MD (R) LA N/A $3,500 Not up for Reelection 

Roy Blunt (R) MO Toss Up $7,500 WON 

Rep. Joe Heck, DO (R) NV Toss Up $7,500 LOST 

Richard Burr (R) NC Toss Up $15,000 WON 

Sherrod Brown (D) OH N/A $1,000 Not up for Reelection 

http://bit.ly/2hG0XLY
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Candidate State 
Competitive 

Race Rating 

Campaign 

Contribution 
Election Outcome 

Rob Portman (R) OH Lean R $2,000 WON 

Ron Wyden (D) OR Solid D $5,000 WON 

Pat Toomey (R) PA Toss Up $2,500 WON 

John Thune (R) SD Solid R $2,000 WON 

Lamar Alexander (R) TN N/A $2,500 Not up for Reelection 

Orrin Hatch (R) UT N/A $1,000 Not up for Reelection 

Patty Murray (D) WA Solid D $1,000 WON 

HOUSE RACES 

Rep. Martha Roby (R) AL-2 Solid R $2,500 WON 

Matt Heinz, MD (D) AZ-2 Likely R $2,500 LOST 

Kyrsten Sinema (D) AZ-9 Solid D $1,000 WON 

Rep. Ami Bera, MD (D) CA-7 Lean D $7,500 WON 

Rep. Raul Ruiz, MD (D) CA-36 Solid D $5,000 WON 

Neal Dunn, MD (R) FL-2 Likely R $2,500 WON 

Rep. Gus Bilirakis (R) FL-12 Solid R $1,000 WON 

Rep. Vern Buchanan (R) FL-16 Solid R $1,000 WON 

Rep. Buddy Carter (R) GA-1 Solid R $1,000 WON 

Rep. Tom Price, MD (R) GA-6 Solid R $15,000 WON 

Rep. David Scott (D) GA-13 Solid D $1,000 WON 

Rep. John Shimkus (R) IL-15 Solid R $2,500 WON 

Raja Krishnamoorthi (D) IL-8 Solid D $2,000 WON 

Rep. Jackie Walorski (R) IN-2 Solid R $1,000 WON 

Rep. Larry Bucshon, MD (R) IN-8 Solid R $5,000 WON 

Roger Marshall, MD (R) KS-1 Solid R $1,000 WON 

Rep. Lynn Jenkins (R) KS-2 Solid R $1,000 WON 

Rep. Brett Guthrie (R) KY-2 Solid R $5,000 WON 

Rep. Andy Barr (R) KY-6 Solid R $2,500 WON 

Rep. Steve Scalise (R) LA-1 Solid R $1,500 WON 
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Candidate State 
Competitive 
Race Rating 

Campaign 
Contribution 

Election Outcome 

Trey Baucum, MD (R) LA-4 Solid R $2,500 LOST 

Rep. Andy Harris, MD (R) MD-1 Solid R $7,500 WON 

Rep. Richard Neal (D) MA-1 Solid D $1,000 WON 

Rep. Dan Benishek, MD (R) MI-1 Likely R $1,500 Retiring 

Rep. Fred Upton (R) MI-6 Solid R $6,500 WON 

Rep. Eric Paulsen (R) MN-3 Lean R $2,500 WON 

Rep. Billy Long (R) MO-7 Solid R $2,000 WON 

Rep. Frank Pallone (D) NJ-6 Solid D $3,500 WON 

Rep. Michelle Lujan Grisham (D) NM-1 Solid D $1,000 WON 

Rep. Renee Ellmers (R) NC-2 Solid R $2,500 Lost Primary 

Rep. Virginia Foxx (R) NC-5 Solid R $1,000 WON 

Rep.  Richard Hudson (R) NC-8 Solid R $5,000 WON 

Rep. Bill Johnson (R) OH-6 Solid R $2,500 WON 

Rep.  Patrick Tiberi (R) OH-12 Solid R $2,500 WON 

Rep. Steve Stivers (R) OH-15 Solid R $1,000 WON 

Rep.  Markwayne Mullin (R) OK-2 Solid R $1,000 WON 

Rep. Tom Cole (R) OK-4 Solid R $1,000 WON 

Rep. Greg Walden (R) OR-2 Solid R $1,000 WON 

Rep. Charlie Dent (R) PA-15 Solid R $5,000 WON 

Rep. Joe Pitts (R) PA-16 Solid R $2,500 Retiring 

Rep. Tim Murphy (R) PA-18 Solid R $2,000 WON 

Rep. Jim Langevin (D) RI-2 Solid D $1,000 WON 

Rep. Phil Roe, MD (R) TN-1 Solid R $10,000 WON 

Rep. Diane Black (R) TN-6 Solid R $1,000 WON 

Rep. Marsha Blackburn (R) TN-7 Solid R $2,000 WON 

Rep. Kevin Brady (R) TX-8 Solid R $2,500 WON 

Rep. Bill Flores (R) TX-17 Solid R $3,500 WON 

Rep. Pete Sessions (R) TX-32 Solid R $2,500 WON 
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Party/Leadership PAC Contributions 

Republican  

     National Republican Senatorial Committee $30,000 

     National Republican Congressional Committee $45,000 

     Tuesday Group  $10,000 

     Maggie’s List $2,500 

     VIEWPAC $10,000 
 

 

 

NeurosurgeryPAC Contribution Totals by Party 

Democratic Candidates 14 $33,500 

Republican Candidates 59 $212,500 

Republican Party 5 $97,500 

TOTAL  $343,500 
 

 

 

 

Candidate State 
Competitive 

Race Rating 

Campaign 

Contribution 
Election Outcome 

Rep. Michael Burgess, MD (R) TX-26 Solid R $13,500 WON 

Rep. Gene Green (D) TX-29 Solid D $1,000 WON 

Rep. Morgan Griffin (R) VA-9 Solid R $2,000 WON 

Rep.  Alex Mooney (R) WV-2 Solid R $2,000 WON 

Rep. Evan Jenkins (R) WV-3 Solid R $2,000 WON 

Rep. Paul Ryan (R) WI-1 Solid R $3,500 WON 
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NeurosurgeryPAC Win/Loss Summary  
Competitive Races1 – General Election 

Winning/Losing Candidates  8/2 

     Democrats 1/1 

     Republicans 7/2 

Win/Loss Percentage  80% 

     Democrats 100% 

     Republicans 78% 

                                                
1 Competitive races include those in the “toss-up” or “lean” category.  

Candidate Contribution Summary 

Total Candidates Receiving NeurosurgeryPAC Support 73 

     Democrats 14 

     Republicans 59 

Total Candidates Standing for Election 67 

     Democrats 13 

     Republicans 54 

Total Candidates Retiring 2 

     Democrats 0 

     Republicans 2 

Total Candidates Not Up for Reelection 3 

     Democrats 1 

     Republicans 2 
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NeurosurgeryPAC Win/Loss Summary 

Winning/Losing Candidates All Elections 61/6 

     Democrats 12/1 

     Republicans 49/5 

Winning Percentage All Elections 91% 

     Democrats 92% 

     Republicans 91% 

Winning/Losing Candidates General Election -- All 61/5 

     Democrats 12/1 

     Republicans 49/4 

Winning General Election -- All 92% 

     Democrats 92% 

     Republicans 92% 

Winning/Losing Candidates General Election -- Senate 12/3 

     Democrats 2/2 

     Republicans 10/3 

Winning Percentage General Election -- Senate 80% 

     Democrats 100% 

     Republicans 77% 

Winning/Losing Candidates General Election -- House 49/2 

     Democrats 10/1 

     Republicans 39/1 

Win/Loss Percentage General Election – House 96% 

     Democrats 91% 

     Republicans 98% 

  


